Introduction: An automated nociception monitor would be very useful in general anesthesia, providing anesthesiologists with real-time feedback about the adequacy of analgesia. We have developed an algorithm to measure nociception using respiratory sinus arrhythmia (RSA) in heart rate variability (HRV). We have previously shown that this algorithm can detect patient movement (strongly nociceptive events) during general anesthesia 1 . We will now attempt to determine if the algorithm responds to boluses of anesthetic drugs (strongly anti-nociceptive events).
